An Dara Dáil na nÓg





11th October 2002





Round Room - Mansion House





10.00 – 4.30 











Origins in National Children's Strategy





Over 2,500 children were consulted as part of the development of the Strategy.�


Media used included:


Ministers e-mail address


Letters to the Minister


Local fora


School visits





Key issues to emerge included -


Having a voice


Play and leisure facilities


Importance of family, friends and community


Environment


School, including exam pressures


Being safe


Marginalised children.





Taking on board what children said the first goal of the National Children's Strategy (published in November 2000 - see briefing note at Tab A) is that:





"children will have a voice in matters which affect them and their views will be given due weight in accordance with their age and maturity."





One of the measures set out in the Strategy to achieve this goal is the establishment of a Dáil na nÓg which will give children a voice at a national level.





Other key measures include:


An Ombudsman for children


A voice at local level.














Objectives of Dáil na nÓg





The purpose of the Dáil is to consult with children nationally and give them an opportunity to contribute to the development of policy at national level.





The objectives of the Dáil are to:


Provide a forum where children, who are representative of their peers, can raise and debate issues of concern to them;


Act as a mechanism whereby children's concerns can be fed into the development of public policy making;


Provide a model for children's participation which can be developed at local level;


Support civic, social and personal development in children;


Provide a locus for children to hear and learn about the experiences of other children.








Who are the children





Approximately 220 children between ages of 7 – 17 have been slected largely through the Comhairle na nÓg process. 


Children and young people from every county in Ireland (Republic) have been recruited.


Approximately 50 children and young people were invited through groups dealing with children in care, children with disabilities, refugees and the Gaelteacht.


for the first Dáil children were invited from among those who contributed to the development of the National Children's Strategy and the fora held after publication or because they had expressed an interest in attending


The following considerations have been taken into account in their selection:


Gender


Socio-economic background


Age


Capacity to participate


Urban\rural background


Marginalised groups with special needs.








How the Dáil na nÓg will work





The Dáil will be chaired by two young people -


	Jeffrey Rockett (14 years Limerick)


	Laura Murphy  (16 years Galway).


They will be supported by Marie Kennedy





There will be two motions debated on the day: The Environment and Drug and Alcohol Abuse.  These motions were chosen by the delegates themselves through a postal vote.  For each motion the 250 children will first break into small groups to discuss the motion.  There will be an adult facilitator for each group to support discussion.  All the groups will then come together to debate the pros and cons of the motion in a plenary session.  At the end of the plenary session a vote will be held on each motion.


A report of the days proceedings will be prepared and will be widely circulated.  It will go to the Cabinet Committee on Children and to relevant statutory, voluntary and other bodies.





Agenda for Dáil na nÓg 2002


10.00�
Registration and Ice-Breaker Activities 


Group Photographs�
�
11.00�
Opening by Minister Lenihan (full forum)


Order of Business


Agenda


Rules


Motions�
�
11.30�
Break into Workshop I (groups of 10) to discuss Motion 1�
�
12.15�
Open Debate and Vote on Motion 1 (full forum)�
�
12.45�
Presentation by Ross Ronayne and Laura Murphy on their experiences at the UNGASS on Children.�
�
1.00�
Lunch and Ice-breaker


Photo call�
�
2.00�
Presentation on the National Play Policy by Siobhán Lawlor, National Children’s Office.�
�
2.15�
Break into workshop groups to discuss Motion 2�
�
3.00�
Open Debate and Vote on Motion 2 (full forum)�
�
3.30�
Minister’s Question Time�
�
4.00�
Video message from An Taoiseach Bertie Ahern T.D.�
�
4.10�
Official closing by Minister for Children, Brian Lenihan, T.D.


Presentation of gifts and certificates to co-chairs and Ross Ronayne�
�
4.30�
Presentation of gifts/certificates to all delegates as they leave.�
�
�
Close�
�
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