Closing Speech by Minister Brian Lenihan

at

Dáil na nÓg 2002

on

11th October, 2002

in the Mansion House

Delegates,

I would now like to officially close the 2002 Dáil na nÓg. I would like to thank you all for participating in the Dáil. You have raised some very interesting points and I look forward to receiving the full report of the day, to hear about the other points which were made at the workshop sessions. You have my promise that I will do everything in my power to follow up on the issues which you have raised today and try to see that some of them, at least, are implemented. 

I must say that I enjoyed myself immensely today and I hope you did too. I hope that you will go back to your schools, clubs and groups and tell them about the Dáil na nÓg. In that way, more people will hear about the Dáil and about how children and young people should be given a voice. You will be helping to ensure that more schools, groups and organisations really listen to children and to what they have to say. We all need to work together if we are to promote the goal of children’s participation. You need to keep participating in any way possible in your local community and I and the National Children’s Office will continue to persuade groups and organisations at both a local and national level that children should be given a voice. 

You have been asked today to fill out a form if you are interested in being consulted on Dáil na nÓg and other issues. You are also being asked to complete an evaluation form on Dáil na nÓg. This is important because we need to know how the Dáil na nÓg should develop in the future and what areas need improvement. We will also be comparing our Dáil to National Youth Parliaments in other countries to see what they are doing. We are determined to provide you with a National Youth Parliament which is as good as or better than National Youth Parliaments in other countries around the world. There will also be other issues and policies which we want to consult with you on and if you have completed the form to say you are interested in being consulted, we will be in touch with you when these issues arise.

You have probably noticed a number of video cameras here today. We are videoing the event and will be compiling a 15 minute video from the events of the day. This will be put on the Dáil na nÓg website www.dailnanog.ie and it will also be broadcast on the NTL channel on television. It will be broadcast from Friday 18th October to Thursday 24th October and it will be shown at 7pm and 10.35 pm on each of these days. I hope that you will all be able to see yourselves on video. 

I would like to conclude by thanking you again for your participation today. I would like to thank in particular our two co-chairs Laura Murphy and Jeffrey Rockett and I would also like to thank Ross Ronayne for giving a presentation with Laura on the United Nations General Assembly on Children. Finally, it gives me great pleasure to officially close the 2002 Dáil na nÓg.

ENDS

Minister presents gifts to:
Laura Murphy 

Jeffrey Rockett

Ross Ronayne
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